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“People forget years and
remember moments.”  

AUTUMN 2018

Ann Beattie

Why do we travel? Humans are inquisitive creatures.
We want to discover, to travel new paths and see what
lies around the corner. In an age when it’s easier than
ever to see the world from the comfort of our own sofa,
we want to taste new dishes for ourselves, to see sunrise
from the top of a volcano and to dive with whales and
hear their calls echoing in the vastness of the ocean.

ESCA PES

Experiences are the new luxury and no one is better
placed than Bailey Robinson to help you discover them,
whether you want to fly, hike, drive, snorkel or just soak
up a sunset from the comfort of your sun lounger.

RO O MS W IT H A VIEW

In our latest magazine, you’ll discover a selection of
tempting hotels and holidays created by our team of
experts who have been seeking out the best destinations
and places for you to stay. Please get in touch with us.
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All the flights and flight-inclusive holidays in this publication are financially protected by the ATOL scheme.
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or for more information about financial protection and the ATOL Certificate go to: www.atol.org.uk/ATOLCertificate.
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ESCAPES
REC HAR G E YO UR
BATT ER I ES
We all need a retreat: a place to get away from
it. Curl up with a good book and tuck into the
most divine food. We know just the spot.
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ESCAPES - ROOMS WITH A VIEW

SIX SENSES YAO NOI

ROOM S WI T H
A VI EW
There are times a hotel, however comfortable,
is merely a base from which to explore. But there are
occasions when they become the destination themselves.
Here are a few favourites in locations you will
never want to leave.
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THAILAND

TRUE HEAVEN IS A PLACE ON EARTH
It’s hard to imagine a more perfect setting than that of
the Six Senses resort on the island of Yao Noi. North east
of Phuket, it’s where wellness and relaxation go hand in
hand. As you soak in your private pool, look out towards
towering limestone pinnacles rising directly up from a
tranquil turquoise sea, while pondering the tough decisions
of the day: coconut body scrub or acupressure facial?
Teak-clad, palm thatched suites and villas are at the
centre of this sensory experience, with Ocean Pool
Villas offering lavish amounts of space, private pools
and glorious views across Phang-Nga Bay. For optimum
luxury, opt for the two-bedroom Ocean Retreat where

you can almost play hide and seek. It also comes with
its own butler, garden and direct beach access.
Tucked into a lush hillside, the spa is made for relaxing
before or after your yoga al fresco or chakra meditation.
Then there’s the tempting Thai cuisine to top it all off, with
the Hilltop Reserve being a most exclusive dining venue.
Stay put after dinner for a nightcap under a full moon
while considering tomorrows choices… pool or beach?
Stay 7 nights from £3,500 per person,
B&B including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com

7

ESCAPES - ROOMS WITH A VIEW

AMANGIRI

USA

NATURE IN ALL ITS GLORY
Sometimes nature is so dramatic, so
awe-inspiring, it can almost overpower
the senses. To stay in the middle
of it all is the ultimate luxury.
That is the case with Amangiri, set in
250 hectares of beautifully arid desert
in southern Utah. The property blends
in seamlessly with the environment,
its main pool curving around a rock
escarpment. The changing light at
dawn and dusk is mesmerising. To
hike here is to truly feel connected
and empowered by our planet. To see
the earth spread out below you from
the height of a hot air balloon is a
memory that will stay with you forever.

Suites are clean, spacious and elegantly
minimal, featuring white stone floors,
concrete walls and natural timbers.
The majority have private pools and
courtyards or desert lounges from
which to soak up the stunning views.
Cuisine is drawn from the American
southwest: tamales, huevos rancheros
and juices blended with prickly pear
for breakfast. Then spiced desert
watermelon, buffalo carpaccio
and Utah rainbow trout for dinner,
while you gaze out on a night sky
illuminated by a billion stars.

Stay 3 nights from £2,360 per person,
full board. We recommend that a stay
at Amangiri would be part of a longer
itinerary around the USA.

“Afterwards, spend time at the
expansive spa area, where treatments
reflect the healing traditions of
the local Navajo people.”

OBEROI AMARVILAS

INDIA

A TREAT AT THE TAJ
It has been said that the Taj Mahal – the iconic
marble mausoleum commissioned in the 17th
century by Emperor Shah Jahan for his beloved
late wife – “rises above the banks of the river like a
solitary tear suspended on the cheek of time.”
So close to the Taj Mahal that you could almost touch
it, The Oberoi Amarvilas is the most romantic place
to stay in all of Agra. Its sumptuous blend of Persian
and Moorish architecture transports you back to
an era of Emperors while its fountains and pools
come into their own on a sultry summer’s day.
There can be fewer memorable moments than a
sunset drink on your private balcony watching the
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sun sink over Shah Jahan’s testament to eternal love and
the same magical vista can be seen from each room, with
touches of teak, gold leaf and etched chandeliers adding
to a sense of Mughal charm.
After a day out sightseeing, cool off in the pool or enjoy
a relaxing treatment in the serene spa-with-a-view before
heading down to dine to the sound of music as players fill
the air with traditional compositions. Or you can retreat to
your terrace for a private and panoramic candlelit dinner.
Stay 2 nights from £1,200 per person,
B&B including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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HUVAFEN FUSHI

MALDIVES

JADE MOUNTAIN

RELAX IN PARADISE
What do you think of when you picture your perfect
island in the Maldives? It has to be intimate with
palm-fringed, white-sand beaches straight out of
a dream. And it must be surrounded by a clear
tranquil lagoon with a reef for snorkelling.
There’s something rather James Bond about the approach
to Huvafen Fushi, skimming across turquoise sea in a
speedboat. Once you’ve arrived and been welcomed,
you won’t want to wait before heading to your abode.
There are bungalows tucked away on the beach,
or overwater sanctuaries with glass floors
through which to spy on the fish below.

10

ST LUCIA

CARIBBEAN CALM
When it’s time to be pampered check out the
underwater spa which has soothing rooms with
reef views. This adult only piece of heaven also
delivers on indulgent dining - couples can now
stay on a premium all-inclusive basis when booking
the new ‘Elevate Your Senses’ package bringing
you unlimited champagne & cocktails, sumptuous
lunches and extravagant dinners.

In the West Indies, there’s laid back…and then
there’s St Lucia. An island where life is celebrated
at a more chilled-out pace, with a cocktail in
hand, soaking up the sun with a big smile.

So you can take a post-lunch nap lulled by a sea
breeze, fall asleep at night to the sound of the waves
below on the beach at Anse Chastanet, and wake in the
morning to the sun illuminating stunning mountain views.

In the southwest you’ll see the symbol of the islands: the
Pitons, two mountains that rise some 750m out of the
Caribbean, lushly forested in a blanket of green. And it’s
here, looking out over them, that you’ll find Jade Mountain.

Find some time to relax at the Kai en Ciel spa:
for the ultimate indulgence, pamper yourself
with a massage where you are coated in warm
chocolate, with locally-grown beans!

Stay 7 nights from £3,195 per person, half board
including flights & transfers.

Jade Mountain is the perfect place at which to relax
away from the hustle and bustle of everyday life.
Suites offer the ultimate in privacy. Most have their
own private pool and all have “no fourth wall”, instead
leaving one side open with views to the Pitons.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com

Stay 4 nights from £3,340 per person,
B&B including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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GREAT COMBINATIONS
A favourite pizza in Australia is bacon and banana. Sounds
weird? Don’t knock it till you’ve tried it! Some countries
make an ideal pairing for a few weeks’ holiday…but they
might not necessarily be ones you’d first think of.

SPICE OF LIFE
A holiday in Muscat, capital of Oman, and the
“spice island” of Zanzibar, off the coast of East
Africa, is a story in similarities and contrasts.
Zanzibar came under the control of the Sultanate of
Oman in the 17th century, with an economy built on
spices and slavery. Today, the sound of the muezzin
in Stone Town calling the faithful to prayer still drifts
on sultry evening breezes and brings a reminder
of links to the Arabian Peninsula further north.
Gardens and crumbling palaces also attest to this.
Start in Oman with a direct, overnight flight. The
city is low rise and fringed by hills which rise to an
inland escarpment that provides a cooling escape
when the mercury starts to rise. The area has been
a centre of trade for thousands of years and small
boats called dhows still radiate from its harbour,
fanning out as far as Iran and India. A private sunset
dhow cruise is a lovely way to ease into the evening.
Coastal Oman is home to luxurious hotels, such as
The Chedi, Al Bustan Palace and Shangri-La Al Husn,
which are ideal if you just want to pamper yourself and
not move too far from the pool, spa or dining room.
But if you do want to experience more, then the
rugged Hajar Mountains are just a 4X4 drive away,
as is the mesmerising emptiness of the desert.
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TIME TO M I X I T UP

MUSCAT AND ZANZIBAR

“Almost everyone who visits Muscat
quickly falls under its beguiling spell
- Dubai it is not.”

Or explore the souks of Muscat, the Sultan
Qaboos Grand Mosque and the Royal Opera House.
When it’s time to move on, Zanzibar is just a
five-hour flight south, a perfect opportunity to
relax or explore: wander barefoot along talcumpowder beaches or spend an afternoon among
the charismatic alleyways of Stone Town.
Stay at Xanadu, with just six individually-designed
villas which surround a central pool and look
out onto a gorgeous, palm-fringed beach on the
southeast of the island. For an extra treat, talk to
us about adding on a safari in the Serengeti or
Selous. The chance to see “the Big Five” is the
ultimate way to round off such a fascinating trip.
Stay 3 nights at The Chedi then 7 nights at Xanadu from
£4,725 per person, full board including flights & transfers.
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INDIA AND THE SEYCHELLES

OCEAN DEEP, MOUNTAIN HIGH
There’s an otherworldly element to
Ladakh in northern India that has
intrigued visitors for thousands of
years. Alexander the Great passed
this way around 300BC, some
villagers even claim their ancestry
goes all the way back to soldiers
in his army who stayed behind.
It’s the landscapes that will captivate
you here. High-altitude plateau cut by
turbulent rivers carrying water from the
Himalayas, peppered with spectacular
Buddhist monasteries perched on
rocky outcrops high above. It’s a
region meant for exploring, whether
by 4X4, on foot, or even by river raft.
There’s a range of accommodation in
Ladakh including traditional properties
that have been “made over” to retain
their charm while being updated to
provide outstanding comfort without
compromising on authentic character.
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And of course, the people: always
welcoming, curious, charming, and with
strong links to their neighbours in Tibet.
The best time to go is from June
to September, once the snow has
melted and passes are clear to drive
through. But that is not necessarily
the best time to lie on a beach further
south in India, as the monsoon rains
sweep across the subcontinent.
When it comes time to swap hiking
boots for flip flops, we suggest taking a
four-hour flight from Mumbai to Mahé,
in the Seychelles, where paradise awaits.
The 115 islands here – just south of
the equator – have some of the finest
beaches on the planet, with luxury
hotels that combine the ultimate in
personal service with a laid-back vibe
that perfectly reflects the hospitality
of the friendly Seychellois people.

And they’re lapped by warm clear
waters perfect for snorkelling and diving.

“If you want to explore, you
can island-hop for a change
of scene, or perhaps even hire
your own crewed yacht.”

And when it’s time to head home,
it’s nice to know the journey is now
much easier thanks to British Airways’
new nonstop flight to London.
Stay 7 nights walking in Ladakh & 7 nights
at Maia from £8,850 per person, full board
including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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CALL OF THE WILD
There’s a reason Americans call
Alaska “The Last Frontier”. It’s a land
where mother nature is in charge and
where humans play second fiddle.

“From grizzly bears to blue whales,
and the nation’s tallest mountain,
everything here is larger than life.”

The state is seven times the size
of the UK, yet has only just over
700,000 inhabitants: both those
who’ve moved up from “the south”
and native Alaskans, who combine
modern life with ancient ways of
hunting. You can join their celebrations
each July in Fairbanks at the World
Eskimo Indian Olympics, where games
include a tug of war…between ears!
The vastness of Alaska can be explored
from the coast or the land, but for
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the ultimate way to take in its mindblowing scenery and majesty, we
suggest you take to the air on a flying
safari from Ultima Thule Lodge in
order to experience true wilderness.
Here you’re one hundred miles from
the nearest road, but still based at a
luxury lodge. Your daily schedule will
depend partly on weather but also on
reports of a herd of caribou that your
pilot wants to check out or sightings
of bears hunting salmon down by a
waterfall half an hours flight away.
Then it’s only a short hop to Alaska’s
largest city, Anchorage, to take a
nonstop flight to Hawaii, six hours away.
You’ve got your pick of islands to
choose from but our suggestion would
be Kauai. If Kauai reminds you of the
movies, that’s because this is where
they filmed “Jurassic Park” and its lush
scenery with rippling hills, dramatic cliffs
and cascading waterfalls seem tailormade for Hollywood. Not forgetting

ESCAPES - TIME TO MIX IT UP

ALASKA AND HAWAII

great beaches and laidback villages,
where roosters scratching in the dirt
outside a coffee shop might be the
most active thing for miles around.
Resort hotels are top notch, both on
the north and south of the island.
The Big Island is another favourite,
it’s a true island paradise with
activities for every taste. Here you
can relax by the pool, play a round
of golf, go horse riding or scuba
diving, or explore the bubbling
volcanoes that have been in the news
this year – from a safe distance!
For adventurous spirits, these two
outposts of the mainland United
States offer isolated rugged
natural beauty on a grand scale.
Stay 11 nights from £12,500 per person,
all-inclusive at Ultima Thule Lodge in Alaska
& B&B in Hawaii, including all flights & transfers.
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There’s an excitement about exploring a new city. The thought
of turning down that little alleyway to come across a mind-blowing
restaurant or a small, family run gallery. It’s about new experiences
and discoveries. We’ll help you get beneath the surface with
handpicked guides who’ll help you avoid the crowds and dig deeper.

CAPE TOWN, NATURALLY

FORCE OF NATURE
There’s a force to Cape Town that’s
hard to explain if you’ve never been.
It’s a chic, cosmopolitan city…but
with a mountain smack in the middle
that seems to radiate energy.
You can feel it on an early morning
climb up Lion’s Head and at the
delightful Kirstenbosch Botanical
Gardens on the slopes of Table
Mountain, whether you’re
smelling the flowers or taking in
a Sunday afternoon concert.
You can sense it at the top of Table
Mountain too, where the views are
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phenomenal and where small rock
dassies scurry about: you’d never guess
the closest relative to these small
vole-like creatures is the elephant.
With a guide, we can show you all
these places, making sure that when
the crowds go left, we go right.
At Boulders Beach, south of the city, you
can see the famous colony of African
Penguins with all the other visitors: but
we’ll take you to spots where smaller
colonies have splintered away so you
can experience these ‘rogues’ far
from the click of a hundred cameras,

ESCAPES - URBAN EXPLORER

URBAN EX P LO R ER

before enjoying a wild picnic lunch.
And at Cape Point you’ll follow trails
that lead to secluded coves and
shipwrecks, rock pools and secret
beaches, possibly coming across
a troop of baboons on the way.
Between June and September, keep your
eyes peeled for Southern Right Whales
that come tantalisingly close to shore.
Stay 8 nights in Cape Town and the
Winelands from £1,195 per person,
B&B including flights & transfers.
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SEVILLE SOJOURN

FLAVOURS OF
ANDALUCIA
Food is such an integral part of any holiday these days.
And nowhere more so than in Spain, where different
cultures have clashed and embraced over the centuries.
You can see this on a short break to Seville in
Andalucia, after the heat of summer has dissipated,
especially in the cafes and restaurants of the old
quarter, along the banks of the Guadalquivir River.
Take an evening stroll arm in arm as night time folds like
a blanket over the ancient streets, pausing along the way
to observe the Sevillanos, to linger, laugh and smile.
Before that, take your time to discover all that the
city has to offer. Spend the day exploring the Moorish
Alcazar, the city’s imposing 15th-century Cathedral
and the old Jewish quarter, Barrio Santa Cruz.
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Let us introduce you to a passionate local guide who can
take you away from the tourist traps to a little spot they’ve
known about for years. For example, on a walk at dusk,
visit the indoor Triana market to taste local meats, cheeses
and fruit before enjoying a glass of Vermouth or tinto
de verano (a chilled mix of red wine and fizzy lemonade).
End the day with a traditional flamenco show, before
hopping between a few tapas bars to finish the evening.
Perhaps it’s a good idea to buy a flexible plane ticket
for your journey home? Many people who come to
Seville for just a few days wish they’d stayed longer.
Stay 3 nights from £995 per person,
B&B including flights, transfers and
private guided tapas experience.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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C HIC FAM I LY
RET R EATS
Family friendly and boutique? Yes, it’s possible. And
our travel experts know just the place. Well, quite a
few actually. It’s time to slip away from the mainstream,
with more authenticity and personalised service.

SOUTH AFRICA

SAFARI FOR THE SOUL
Samara is the largest private game reserve in the
Eastern Cape. Some 28,000 hectares of pristine,
malaria-free wilderness; a place where luxuriously
restored 19th-century accommodation and passionate
conservation entwine with breath-taking scenery.

Whether you choose a room in Karoo Lodge or go for
the rather upmarket Manor House, you’ll love the laidback luxury accommodation, the chance to relax by the
pool in between activities, and you certainly won’t go
hungry with heartening food served as standard.

Situated in the Great Karoo, it’s a true African
safari experience and perfect extension to a holiday
in Cape Town and the Garden Route; just a two and
a half hour drive from Port Elizabeth or a short flight
from Plettenberg Bay to historical Graaff Reinet.

Samara makes a particularly relaxing addition to a holiday
in South Africa and is a place which not only oozes charm
and character but has extraordinary views and wildlife too.

Expertly-guided game drives and safari walks are offered
daily as well as the chance to enjoy picnics, mountain biking
and the opportunity to track cheetah on foot, which is a
really special experience. And there’s an exceptional children’s
programme that’s dedicated to making conservationists
out of even the youngest wildlife enthusiast.

ESCAPES - CHIC FAMILY RETREATS

SAMARA PRIVATE GAME RESERVE

“Kids will love being on the lookout to see
their first elephant or giraffe on the wide-open
plains, and with Samara’s new Big 5 status
that’s of course not all they might see.”

Stay 7 nights from £5,700 per family,
full board including flights & transfers.
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ITALY

DELIGHTS OF
THE DOLOMITES
What does it take to make a ski holiday extra special?
We all want great snow and sunny blue skies, of course.
But central to lasting memories is a fantastic hotel and the
Pizzini family-run Rosa Alpina will ensure you get them.

“Tucked away in the middle of breath-taking
scenery near the Italian-Austrian border, the
Rosa Alpina is where the warmth of a private
home blends with all the award-winning
facilities of a fully-serviced five-star hotel
where hospitality is second nature.”

ESCAPES - CHIC FAMILY RETREATS

ROSA ALPINA

Of course, there’s an indulgently-relaxing spa here, with
sauna, yoga studio and indoor pool. And after a day on the
slopes you’ll dine incredibly well at either the 3 Michelinstarred St Hubertus under the watchful eye of legendary
local chef Norbert Niederkofler, or at the intimate fondue
restaurant. Children will love wood-fired pizzas at the
informal Wine Bar and Grill, not to mention grabbing
some popcorn for a movie at the hotel’s private cinema.
Rooms are warm and cozy, and perfect to flop into after a
day out in the fresh air of the towering Dolomite Mountains.
At the end of your stay consider a few nights in Venice,
which is just a few hours away by private transfer.
Stay 5 nights from £9,300 per family, B&B
including flights, transfers, ski rental and lift pass.

ROSEWOOD MAYAKOBA

MEXICO

MAGIC ON THE
MAYAN RIVIERA
The Rosewood Mayakoba Hotel, set among a tropical
landscape of beaches and lagoons, is the perfect setting
to relax for a week or two. Although the Mayan temples
of Chichen Itza are just a three-hour drive away, and the
talcum-powder beaches of Tulum an hour south, you may
find yourself never wanting to leave this resort at all.
Travel to your stylishly-contemporary villa, crafted from
indigenous limestone and wood, by canal and then settle
in to your surroundings. Depending on your room choice
you might enjoy a private plunge pool, rooftop sundeck,
terrace or boat dock. Some suites are just steps away
from the beach, perfect for an early-morning ocean dip.
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Snorkel off the nearby reef, or just settle back with a good
book beside the infinity-edge pool. Be pampered at Sense,
the resort’s spa island where treatments incorporate traditional
Mayan healing practices, while children enjoy scavenger
hunts and story-telling sessions at the Rose Buds kids’ club.
And at the end of the day there are numerous ways
to satisfy your taste buds with delicious Mexican and
international dishes. Then enjoy a nightcap at the agave
and tequila bar before drifting dreamily to sleep.
Stay 7 nights from £8,800 per family,
B&B including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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SPICE ISLAND

GRENADA

SPICE, THE VARIETY OF LIFE
If your idea of a perfect hotel for a week’s all-inclusive
holiday is low rise, on a gorgeous beach with charming
staff and plenty of facilities should you decide to ever stir
from your sun lounger, then Spice Island on the friendly
Caribbean island of Grenada is definitely for you.
It’s located on what most people agree is Grenada’s
finest stretch of sand, Grand Anse, which shelves
gently into the Caribbean and where the water is
calm, so all in all it’s ideal for families. Everything from
tennis to cycling, golf and water sports is available,
and there is a children’s club for the little ones.

Two restaurants conjure up deliciously-authentic
local flavours and exquisite international dishes.
At Spice Island, there are just 64 rooms. It’s worth
pushing the boat out for a Seagrape Beach Suite
with an incredible setting right on the beach
so you can step from your room straight
onto the sand.
Stay 7 nights from £9,100 per family,
all-inclusive including flights & transfers.

“Parents can get pampered in the spa,
where some treatments include the
use of local Grenadian herbs.”

PORTO ZANTE

GREECE

GREEK ISLAND BLISS
It’s been a long stretch at work. But now your plane descends
towards the airport on Zakynthos and you catch your first
glimpse of a secluded shallow bay lapped by turquoise
waters. You can’t help but smile as the thought hits you:
a week of pure, blissed out, unadulterated…nothing.

“Nothing but being pampered, nothing
but lie ins, nothing but your kids’ laughter,
nothing but delicious local food and
wine, nothing but perfect sunsets.”
Your home is going to be Porto Zante, situated near a private
beach with all-villa accommodation, which come with one
to four bedrooms, and each has its own private pool.
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Rejuvenate and relax at the waterfront spa, where
treatments are inspired by the nature of Greece. Children
will be entertained at the kids’ club and the whole family
can give stand-up paddle boarding or snorkelling a try.
When it comes time to dine, choose Greek and
Mediterranean-inspired flavours at the Club House
restaurant or contemporary Asian cuisine at beachfront
Maya. Or treat yourself to fresh local lobster or fish,
caught nearby that day and prepared privately in
your villa by one of Porto Zante’s talented chefs.
Just relax and give in to the bliss.
Stay 7 nights from £12,700 per family,
B&B including flights and transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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INSIGHTS
DELVE D EEP ER
Our team of experts have been there, done that and
shopped (extensively) for the t shirt. Pillows have been
prodded and room service deliveries timed and tasted.
If you fancy a weekend away in Europe, an adventure
in Asia or a “drop and flop” in the Caribbean, ask us.
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MIDDLE EAST ER N D ELI G HT

INSIGHTS - MIDDLE EASTERN DELIGHT

OMAN

BY SARAH WOODTHORPE, EUROPE & MIDDLE EAST SPECIALIST
When you think of the Middle East which words spring to mind? Varied, fun, traditional, safe,
family-friendly, adventurous? Well, yes, all of those apply if you have the Sultanate of Oman in mind.
But it’s a country that remains under the radar when it comes to holidays in the Middle East, and is
the opposite to the metropolis and sprawling cities of its neighbour the United Arab Emirates.
From the mountainous Musandam Peninsula to the golden sands of Wahiba you can experience
culture, stunning beaches, mountains, desert and so much more in a short stay there. And
with nonstop flights it’s the perfect warm destination to escape the UK winter.
My recent trip to Oman took me beyond the capital to indulge in adventure,
culture and camping with a good deal of luxury thrown in.
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Oman’s understated capital Muscat is located on the
eastern most tip of the Arabian Peninsula, at a little over
seven hours flying time from the UK. It’s a city which has
avoided over development and blends modern Arabia
with ancient traditions of a bygone era. An early morning
visit to the imposing Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque,
which dominates the skyline, is a thought provoking must
see. The waterfront Muttrah corniche, lined with 19th
century merchants’ houses, is its old commercial centre.
We visited at sunset when families come out for a stroll,
and found ourselves in a labyrinth of alleys at the souk.

“The winding souk entices you deeper
in to its depths with copper coffee pots,
the scent of burning frankincense and
ornate lanterns at every turn.”

JUST DESERTS

Escaping the heat of Muscat, our guide and driver
took us via the ancient city of Nizwa (Oman’s former
capital), with its 17th-century fort, onwards to the Hajar
Mountains. Accessible only by 4x4, we zig zagged
through dramatic rugged landscape, rising to 2000m
above sea level, until we arrived at Alila Jabal Akhdar.
Perched on the edge of a gorge overlooking terraced
villages, its cliff top location makes it difficult to tear
yourself away from the panoramic views from your
suite and infinity pool, but the mountains beg to be
explored. An easy hike away and you are transported to
a picturesque abandoned village and trails to farmlands
bursting with walnut trees and pomegranates. For
the more adventurous there is a Via ferrara climbing
experience. This is not for the faint hearted, as I found out
while traversing a high rope 25m above a cave mouth!

Continuing onwards to Wahiba Sands the next day, our
4x4 took us deeper into the desert, passing Bedouin
families, camels and tented camps along the highway.
The burnt orange, ever-shifting dunes tower to 100 metres
in places with nothing between you and the sun but miles
upon miles of open desert. Then at sunset we catch sight
of our private eco-friendly luxury camp. The traditional,
luxurious mobile fully staffed tented camp with Arabian
style interiors is set-up exclusively for you and at first
glance is straight from a movie set.

“The majesty of the densely starred sky
at night is beyond words with no light
pollution and complete silence.”

A 4.30am wake up call to witness sunrise in the dunes
with a hot coffee before leaving the tranquillity for an
exhilarating dune bashing exit from the lunar landscape,
is a memory that will last forever.
Flying south the following afternoon, we found ourselves
in Salalah. The colourful, sub-tropical birthplace of the
Sultan of Oman offers palm-fringed beaches, plantations
of bananas, papayas and frankincense trees, which
produce the incense found all over the world.

INSIGHTS - MIDDLE EASTERN DELIGHT

MUST DO MUSCAT

The khareef, an annual summer monsoon, transforms
the desert terrain into a lush, green landscape at odds
with the rest of the country.
Salalah offers so much more than stunning beaches,
and with a longer stay next time I would travel onwards to
“The Empty Quarter” - the biggest sand desert in the world.

PENINSULAR PARADISE

A final contrast of the trip was to fly onwards to Dubai,
then travel overland on unpaved roads to the Musandam
Peninsula, located on the northern tip of Oman.
Musandam is known for its dramatic scenery, stunning
fjords, and fishing as well as being the home to the luxurious
Six Senses Zighy Bay. The resort offers exceptional dining
and activities galore to entice you away from the privacy
of your villa with its own pool and personal butler.
There are not many places in the world that give you the
opportunity to arrive by paraglider. Just another thing you
wouldn’t expect in this delightful corner of the Middle East.

“Six Senses Zighy Bay is dramatically
located, nestled between a mountain
and a long sweeping bay”

Stay 11 nights from £2,775 per person,
B&B including flights & transfers.
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Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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SEEKING KIWI
IAN COLEY, FROM OUR SISTER COMPANY IAN COLEY SPORTING,
TOOK THE TRIP OF A LIFETIME WITH US EARLIER THIS YEAR.

Ian and his wife Jane wanted to experience the very best of
New Zealand in luxury, with a big focus on wildlife encounters
and outdoor activities. The one absolute must must do – to see
a kiwi in the wild! Ian is regarded as one of the world’s top shots,
and his experience is naturally reflected at his shooting school,
based in the Gloucestershire countrside. Read on for a true
countryman’s view of the incredible land that is New Zealand.

IAN AND JANE
SHARE THEIR
MEMORIES OF
A MAGICAL
THREE‑WEEK TRIP.

INSIGHTS - SEEKING KIWI

NEW ZEALAND

IAN, WHAT MADE YOU WANT TO VISIT NEW ZEALAND,
AND WHAT DID YOU THINK IT WOULD BE LIKE?

New Zealand’s always a country Jane and I have wanted
to go to, but to be honest I didn’t really know what to
expect before we arrived. Perhaps I thought it was
going to be a bit like England. I knew the country
had a small population and the roads are quiet, but
in the end, I couldn’t believe how diverse it was.

“From the moment we arrived
it was just wow wow wow.”

WHAT STOOD OUT FOR YOU DURING YOUR
THREE AND A HALF WEEKS THERE?

We started on Waiheke Island, off the coast of Auckland
and stayed at The Boatshed, which was lovely and a perfect
way to start, looking at some of the wineries there.
Because we’re country people, it was the
wildlife in particular that blew us away.
My top wildlife encounter was outside Queenstown
on South Island, near Minaret Station, which you can
only reach by helicopter. We went deer stalking with
our cameras at the height of the rut and the deer were
roaring all around us. They called a stag and it called
back. It was spectacular in the mountains, overlooking
a lake, I can’t tell you how amazing that was.
AND YOU WENT HELI-FISHING TOO?

Yes, at another point in the trip we went heli-fishing for
Blue Cod from Eden House at Ngatimoti near Kahurangi
National Park in South Island. We landed and cooked
our catch for lunch at someone’s house and then we just
spent the afternoon chatting with them about life!
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INSIGHTS - SEEKING KIWI

A TASTE OF IAN AND JANE’S JOURNEY
AUCKLAND
THE BOATSHED, 2 NIGHTS

Shake off the jet lag on Waiheke
Island. It’s laid back, easy to get
around and there are lots of
wineries to tour and local produce
to sample – we heartily recommend
giving the local fresh oysters and
award winning olive oil a try.
NELSON
EDEN HOUSE, 3 NIGHTS

Discover the wine regions of the
Orinoco Valley, hike or ride in
one of the nearby national parks.
Explore the beaches, coves, and
islands of the Abel Tasman National
Park. Relax in the evening at this
gorgeous country retreat.

SO, FOOD AND WINE WERE
A HIGHLIGHT FOR YOU?

WHICH WOULD YOU SAY WAS
YOUR FAVOURITE PROPERTY?

Well neither of us really drink,
but I couldn’t believe how
big and impressive the wine
industry is down there.

In terms of a favourite place to stay, I’d
say Poronui in Taupo, where again we
went fishing and also deer stalking with
our cameras. Some of the deer almost
whistle when they call, and we just sat
on top of a hillside listening to all the
noises, and that was really magical.
And Minaret Station, that I’ve already
mentioned, certainly had a wow factor,
landing by helicopter. The Alpine
scenery was stunning, and I loved
the trout fishing we did from there.

“Food in New Zealand was
spectacular, all the way round.
If I had to think of one standout restaurant it would be at
Huka Lodge in Taupo, that was
probably the most special.”

When we arrived there, I remember
them telling me there were 22
restaurants, and I thought “there
can’t be”, but what they really meant
was 22 private places around the
property where you can dine. We
had a very nice meal outside with
heaters on, with a big tasting menu.
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WHAT SURPRISED YOU MOST
ABOUT THE COUNTRY?

Overall, I’d say the people: the
friendliness of the people, their
dry sense of humour and just how
everybody made us feel so welcome.
ANY OTHER HIGH POINTS?

Yes another great experience was
Stewart Island, way down in the south,
and seeing Kiwi birds at night with an

infrared lamp. They say 95 per cent
of New Zealanders have never seen a
Kiwi so we felt very privileged! We saw
four that night and it was spectacular,
within 7 or 8 yards of us. I loved
Stewart Island, it was very quaint.
WHO WOULD YOU RECOMMEND
NEW ZEALAND TO?

Anybody who has a passion for
a country way of life and for the
countryside. Really, anybody who
wants the holiday of a lifetime. We
were there for three and a half weeks
and it was certainly the holiday of a
lifetime for us. It’s a fabulous country.

KAIKOURA
HAPUKU LODGE, 2 NIGHTS

Where the Kaikoura Mountains meet
the dramatic coast. Watch deer
wandering through the farmland
and look out over rows of olive
groves and vineyards. Venture to the
coast and witness giant albatross
gliding through the sky while you
watch for majestic sperm whales
and Kaikoura’s dusky dolphins.

WANAKA
MINARET STATION, 3 NIGHTS

TAUPO
PORONUI, 2 NIGHTS

STEWART ISLAND
GREENVALE B&B, 1 NIGHT

TAUPO
HUKA LODGE, 3 NIGHTS

QUEENSTOWN
MATAKAURI LODGE, 3 NIGHTS

BAY OF ISLANDS
THE LODGE AT KAURI CLIFFS,
3 NIGHTS

Nestled in a glacial valley, it’s no
surprise that Minaret Station can
only be reached by helicopter. Hike
trails with majestic views, reach
untouched peaks with a heli-skiing
expedition or fish the pristine waters
in this backcountry wilderness.

Located at the southern-most tip of
New Zealand, Stewart Island is the
nation’s third largest island, with a
current population of just over 380
people. Explore the coastlines in search
of the island’s abundant birdlife. In the
evening the aurora australis (Southern
Lights), are frequently visible here.

Known as the adventure capital of
the world, there are a multitude
of outdoor activities designed to
entertain and challenge even the
most hardened adrenaline junkie.
Relax in the evenings taking in the
spectacular views of Lake Wakatipu.

Situated in the secluded Taharua
Valley. Keen anglers can fish for
resident, wild, brown and rainbow
trout in pristine waters. Great
outdoors enthusiast can explore
16,000 acres of private wilderness
by foot, horse or mountain bike.

Renowned for its food and
remarkable fly fishing. From here
take a helicopter tour over the
extraordinary geothermal valleys.
Kayak on Lake Rotoiti, relax in thermal
hot springs. Explore Rotoura and its
bubbling mud pools with a guide.

The lodge offers sophistication
and style with dramatic ocean
views. Leisure activities abound in
the stunning Bay of Islands with
sailing, kayaking and dolphin sightseeing. While pristine, white sand
beaches are in abundance.

To start planning your own adventure please contact Sarah Parker, our New Zealand expert.
Prices do vary significantly depending on the activities included in an itinerary. As a guide a
week in the top lodges is approximately £11,000 per person including selected activities.

FINALLY, WOULD YOU GO BACK?

We enjoyed it so much we have talked
about it and said we’d do it again. It’s
a long old way, that’s for sure, but we
did treat ourselves and go Business
Class, it makes a big difference
when you’re going all that way.
Thanks Ian

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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INSIGHTS - COME AWAY WITH US

CO M E AWAY
W I TH U S
Product Managers at Bailey Robinson really have to know their
stuff…and they do. Two members of our team share their visits to
their favourite properties that they’ve visited recently, and the
rest of the team were feeling a little envious to say the least.
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INSIGHTS - COME AWAY WITH US

THE REVIEW

NORTH ISLAND,
SEYCHELLES
It’s no exaggeration to call North Island in the Seychelles the ultimate private island
experience as it truly sets the benchmark for paradise. Our Head of Product, Caroline,
recently spent a few nights there and reports back on this remote Indian Ocean jewel
which is now ironically easier to reach thanks to new nonstop BA flights to Mahe.
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STYLE

THINGS TO DO

SLEEPING

FOOD AND DRINK

WHAT STANDS OUT

BEST FOR

Think castaway – lushly forested hills,
turquoise waters and soft white-sand
beaches – but with helicopter transfers
and fine earthy linens. A retinue of staff
greet you like a long-lost friend and
are there to make sure whatever you
want is possible. On North Island, it’s
all about privacy and relaxation, doing
as much or as little as you want.

With a discreet personal butler to
organise a private picnic by your
plunge pool you might not want to
leave your villa. But when you want
to explore either hop on your bike
or your Mercedes buggy to seek out
the panoramic spa or head to the dive
centre for fishing or a PADI dive course.
The island has compelling conservation
credentials, so a private guided hike is a
great way to explore the flora and fauna
as well as orientate yourself.

There are just 11 villas, all with an
emphasis on privacy and set along one
of the island’s four gorgeous beaches.
If you want to push the boat out, go
for number 11 which is around twice
the size of the others. You won’t be
disappointed with any of them, though,
as they are all incredible, with expansive
interior and exterior spaces that make
the most of the tropical climate.

Exquisite, especially considering the
remote location, and all individually
tailored to you. You won’t find menus
as almost anything is possible:
a Creole curry with octopus,
champagne and barbecue on the
beach or just pizza by your pool.
Really, whatever takes your fancy.

With just a little bit of notice, your
wish is their command and any whim
can be catered for. It’s modern day
Robinson Crusoe and as though being
in a dream.

Those prepared to blow the budget for
an experience of a lifetime, and those
who appreciate simplicity as well as
super luxurious pleasures. Just as the
notion of Eden, the Seychelles has a
year-round warm, tropical climate.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com

“Think castaway – lushly forested hills, turquoise
waters and soft white-sand beaches – but with
helicopter transfers and fine earthy linens.”

Stay 7 nights from £20,500 per person,
all-inclusive including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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INSIGHTS - COME AWAY WITH US

THE REVIEW

BULGARI RESORT BALI
Jessica, our destination expert for Indonesia, fell
head over heels for the island of Bali and the exclusive
Bulgari Resort when she stayed there earlier this year. With
its extraordinary position on the edge of a cliff overlooking
the Indian Ocean, it’s the pinnacle of serenity.

STYLE

SLEEPING

WHAT STANDS OUT

You’d expect something special from
a hotel associated with a luxury
jewellery and fashion brand, and it
doesn’t disappoint with lavish Italian
style blending seamlessly with Balinese
design, topped with a deeply-ingrained
sense of service.

There is a choice of spacious,
thatched one or two bedroom villas or mansions with up to five bedrooms
complete with pool and superb
attention to details; those Balinese
throws on your bed, they take six
months to weave. Antiques sit near the
latest flat-screen TV and this seems to
just work. Go for a Premier or Ocean
Cliff villa if you really want to make the
most of the far-reaching sea views.

Personal touches abound, whether
it’s a frangipani-filled bath tub when
you return from the beach or the
beach bag, sunhat and sarong that
are yours to take home.

THINGS TO DO
The spa is sublime although you might
be too relaxed to notice the sea views.
Afterwards you can relax by the infinity
pool or down on the beach, which is
accessed by a private funicular. Of
course, when you want to explore the
island, that’s easy to arrange.

“Bali is a byword for peace
and relaxation, and Bulgari
itself is a sumptuous
and intimate haven.”
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FOOD AND DRINK
Start the day with a sticky Italian pastry
and a cappuccino or a signature Bulgari
Eggs Benedict. Sangkar Restaurant, on a
cliff edge, offers Balinese dishes such as
gado gado and nasi goreng and seafood
delicacies such as lobster and scallops
with a lime salsa. For a more intimate
evening setting choose Il Ristorante
where just 36 diners can enjoy classic
Italian cuisine, while at lunch there’s La
Spiaggia for seafood, salads and burgers.

BEST FOR
Honeymooners and all couples in
love! April to October is a perfect
time to visit, weather wise. The sea
can sometimes be a tad choppy
so perhaps consider a stay here
combined with one elsewhere on
the island if a tranquil dip in the
ocean is on your hotel tick list.
Stay 5 nights from £1,995 per person,
B&B including international flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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INSIGHTS - COME AWAY WITH US

THE OTHER CARIBBEAN

ST KITTS AND NEVIS
One of the best things before going on holiday is that sense of anticipation:
no more work for two weeks! A feeling that only heightens as your plane swoops
in low over the Caribbean Sea. The lush green hills of the island and the coast
dotted with inviting beaches as you descend. And then wheels hit runway, the door
opens and you step into the heat, with memories of grey, rainy Gatwick thankfully
half a world away. Ladies and gentlemen, welcome to St Kitts and Nevis.

MORE THAN AN ISLAND PARADISE
The two islands form one nation,
separated by a short channel called
The Narrows. In many ways, they
are typical of the West Indies. But
then, in many ways, they’re not.
So, it’s a big yes to friendly local
inhabitants, great beaches, golf,
old plantation houses, warm seas,
bars that serve a mean rum punch
and top-notch hotels. But on both
islands, there’s plenty more to do
than just bask by a pool, if you want.
On St Kitts, you can go hiking in the
crater of Mt Liamuiga or ride for 29km
on a 100-year-old locomotive that
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used to haul sugar cane, if you’d rather
let the train take the strain. Catch a
game of cricket in Basseterrre. And
explore a 17th-century British fort at
Brimstone Hill that is one of the bestpreserved examples in the Caribbean.
Over on Nevis you can wander
between the Georgian and Victorian
buildings in the capital, Charlestown,
and if you’re feeling up to it, climb
970m-high Mt Nevis. Hire a car - watch
out for monkeys and wild donkeys
- to discover more about the island
where Lord Nelson was married, and
where Alexander Hamilton, one of the

founding fathers of the USA and the
name behind the smash-hit Broadway
musical, was born. On Friday nights
go “liming” (relaxing) with the locals
for a roadside cookout accompanied
by a few chilled Carib lagers.

“You see the lush green hills
of the island and the coast
dotted with inviting beaches
as you descend...”

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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“The history of the plantation goes back
to 1687...this was the site of Nelson’s
marriage to Fanny Nisbet...”

THE NEW DAWN OF LUXURY
When it comes to luxury hotels,
both islands have certainly
expanded their offerings over
the last few years, something
that, by coincidence or
design, has happened at the
same time as the launch of
direct* flights from London.
The Park Hyatt opened on St
Kitts last year and is situated
on a golden stretch of beach
on the southernmost tip of the
island at Banana Bay. There are
126 contemporarily-designed
rooms and suites here. When it
comes time to dining you have
a choice of three restaurants,
or explore Christophe Harbour
next door where you can eat,
drink and dance to local bands.
There’s a spa, kids’ club, two
pools – one is adults only – and
the Royal St Kitts Golf Club
is just 15 minutes away.
For a different perspective,
consider Belle Mont Farm, in the
northwest of the island, set high
up on a hillside with spectacular
views. Cottages offer the luxury

of privacy, with outdoor bath tubs
set on the verandah. At night, you
can pull down a screen and bring
out a projector for your very own
cinema for two, complete with
popcorn. There’s also a choice
of one-to-four bedroom villas,
crafted from local stone, and
for a larger family or group of
friends, there’s The Farmhouse,
which can sleep up to eight.

of Mt Nevis, it’s a superb spot
in which to relax and unwind.
There are just 19 bedrooms here,
all individually decorated, and
with Egyptian cotton sheets,
impressive views of the volcano
and sea and most have their
own private veranda. All rooms
are charming but we especially
love Tamarind Villa with its own
plunge pool.

When it comes to eating, Belle
Mont prides itself on fresh,
sustainable dining and 90%
of ingredients at its Kitchen
Restaurant are locally sourced.
If you choose, you can dine
outside at a large communal
table while toasting the sun
set, then relax over a cocktail
or two at The Mill Bar.

The resort has a pool but it also
has its own stretch of beach with
complimentary transfers, if you’d
rather feel the sand between
your toes and the chance of a
dip in the Caribbean.

It’s only a short hop by boat
to Nevis, and Montpelier
Plantation, a member of Relais
& Chateaux, makes a great
base if you want a two-centre
stay on St Kitts’ neighbour.
Situated in 24 hectares of private
tropical gardens on the slopes

When it comes to time to eat,
there are two restaurants at
Montpelier serving delicious
West Indian and international
dishes, with locally-caught fish
a speciality. For a treat book an
intimate, candlelit, five-course
tasting menu for two at Mill
Privée, the property’s converted
300-year-old sugar mill.

Stay 10 nights from £2,995 per person,
B&B including international flights &
transfers.
*direct flights to St Kitts from Gatwick
touch down in Antigua, but there is no
change of plane.
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ULTIMATE
SEAR CH FO R
THE EXTRAO R D I N ARY
Come on, it’s always piqued your interest, hasn’t it? That spot on the map,
that remote hotel on a photo you saw, the mystical island in a film. If you’re
looking for something a bit out of the ordinary, call us. Whether it’s an intrepid
adventure to celebrate a very round-number birthday, a congratulatory
trip with the grandchildren or a month long sabbatical, let us know.
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ULTIMATE - REMOTE ACCESS

BOLIVIA

ADVENTURE ON
A HIGHER PLAIN
Bolivia is a country bound together
by stupendous scenery and interesting
facts. Did you know, for example,
that its capital, La Paz, is the highest
in the world? Oh, and the city of
Sucre, well, that’s also the capital.

REMOTE ACCESS
Sometimes escaping far from the madding crowds takes
a bit more effort. But the experiences you’ll have, the
sights you’ll see and the people you’ll meet will all be
infinitely more satisfying. Let us take you there.
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The country’s name is derived
from 18th-century political leader
Simon Bolivar. And it still has a navy,
although it lost all access to the sea
over 130 years ago. It’s a place where
the past blends with the present,
as you’ll discover when you see
dried animals on sale as offerings to
Pachamama, the Goddess revered
by the inhabitants of the Andes.
To be honest, it’s a bit of a schlepp to
get to, but that just keeps the crowds
away. Accommodation and food
might not be up to the zesty levels of
Brazil or Argentina, although having
said that, a co-founder of Noma

(the world’s number one ranked
restaurant, in Copenhagen) has
set up an eatery, Gustu, in La
Paz, so change is in the air.
What Bolivia does have, though,
is mind-blowing scenery as well as
interesting, genuinely-friendly people
and a mix of cultural diversity that
has infused Spanish conquistadors
with Inca traditions dating back
thousands of years. You’ll hear it in
the Quechua, Aymara and Guarani
languages that you’ll encounter as
you journey around the country.
And what a country it is. It
encompasses quaint colonial
towns, Amazon rainforest, lowland
pampas, high Andean mountains
and plains reached on cliff-clinging
roads that may have you looking
through partially-closed fingers
on more than one occasion.

“We can arrange for you to stay in
Airstream trailers by the mind-boggling
Salar de Uyuni, the world’s biggest salt
flats, and float on sapphire-blue waters
to the reed islands of Lake Titicaca.”
We can take you deep into Madidi
National Park, with its Andean and
Amazonian ecosystems, and swim
alongside Pink River Dolphins in
the Rio Yacuma. Bolivia’s luxury lies
less in deluxe hotels and more in
adventures like this, in its isolation
and beauty. We can take you there
with the most knowledgeable guides
to ensure you have the ultimate
holiday in this fascinating country.
Stay 10 nights from £8,525 per person,
B&B including international flights & transfers.

51

ULTIMATE - REMOTE ACCESS

SÃO TOMÉ AND PRÍNCIPE

JOURNEY INTO YOUR SENSES
There’s remote. And then there’s
São Tomé and Príncipe. A twinisland nation that affords visitors the
luxury to escape from the everyday
and revel in a sense of privacy that
has all but vanished elsewhere. But
first you must find it on a map.
The volcanic country is located on
the equator some 130 miles off the
west coast of Africa, and to get
there you have to fly via Lisbon, the
previously-uninhabited archipelago
was colonised by the Portuguese back
in the 15th century. Think rainforests
so lush it’s a surprise a paint company
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hasn’t named one of its greens after
the place. And picture beaches with
only you on them where you can plan
that novel you always meant to write;
something with “lost” in the title.
Here tourism is still in its infancy,
so while things might be a little
unpolished at times, service comes
with a from-the-heart smile. Once
your small plane has flown past cloudshrouded sugarloaf mountains, over
tumbling jungle, parked up on the
runway, and you’ve been greeted by a
wall of warmth and an ice-cold drink,
everything seems right with the world.

South African entrepreneur and
astronaut Mark Shuttleworth must have
smiled as he looked down on these
small islands as he passed overhead
in 2002, high above the atmosphere.
When he came back down to earth he
invested millions of dollars in Príncipe
through his Here Be Dragons fund, and
the result has been the development
of a few boutique properties and the
supporting infrastructure that goes
with them. It is the perfect model
of high-end sustainable tourism.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com

Sundy Praia is the newest of the three lodges. Sister
to larger Bom Bom Island Resort, it is intimate and
astonishingly upmarket for such a remote destination
with well-appointed tented villas, each with the forest
at their back and a glorious sea frontage. Deserving of
its 5-star status, the food is equally incredible - seasonal,
tropical and proudly African with a Portuguese twist.

“São Tomé and Príncipe is worth
the journey a few times over.”

It is easy to cocoon yourself in a place so laid back it
lends itself to doing nothing, but out and about there
are plantations to explore and chocolate to be made
(some of the world’s finest originates here) as well as
wonderful interactive cooking workshops to take part
in. The entire place is a UNESCO biosphere, so you
can snorkel, take a boat along the coast to search for
dolphins and whales or hike deep into the national
park as endemic tropical birds chatter in the trees.
Stay 7 nights from £3,225 per person,
half board including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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ULTIMATE - WORTH THE WAIT

GORILLAS IN STYLE

SINGITA KWITONDA, RWANDA
NEW FOR 2019

WORTH T HE WAI T
Jump the queue to discover 2019’s hottest
new properties by talking to our team of
experts. Can’t wait? Here are a few anticipated
openings that we are rather excited about.

One of Africa’s most up-and-coming
destinations for 2019 is also perhaps
one of its most surprising: Rwanda.
The “land of a thousand hills” made
headlines for the wrong reasons
twenty years ago, but now it’s one
of East Africa’s most prominent
success stories of regeneration. And
in late 2019 there will be nowhere
better to base yourself for a few
days than Singita Kwitonda Lodge
in Volcanoes National Park.
If you want to see wild mountain
gorillas undisturbed in their
natural habitat, this is the spot.
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“It’s a truly awesome experience
to trek through the jungle with
your guide and suddenly see these
magnificent creatures perfectly
at ease with your presence.”

En route you will see a staggering
amount of birdlife and perhaps
be lucky enough to view sidestriped jackal, spotted hyena
and golden monkeys.

The new lodge, with just eight suites
and a four-bedroom family villa, is
bound to be a byword for luxury
from the start, with the highest
levels of accommodation, cuisine and
guiding. For the ultimate in wildlife
viewing, combine a stay here with
one of Singita’s sumptuous camps
on the plains of the Serengeti.
Stay 3 nights from £6,995 per person,
full board including flights, transfers
& gorilla permit.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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MV THEORY, GALAPAGOS
The spirit of adventure and discovery
is what drives us forward. It’s also
what spurred Charles Darwin
on when he sailed round the
Galapagos Islands in the 1830s.

on deck, and the very best guides
to lead you on day excursions to see
animals and birds (her speed means
there’s less time getting between
islands, so more time to explore).

Now you can follow in his wake on
board the brand-new MV Theory,
which will make her maiden voyage
around the archipelago in March 2019.

Dining will be top notch, prepared
by top chefs and served either on
deck or in the dining room. There’s
an open bar policy so you can toast
the day’s sightings with your fellow
adventurers while watching one of the
breath-taking sunsets over the Pacific.

The sister ship to the already-popular
MV Origin, Theory will have ten
large cabins, each with expansive
picture windows for superb viewing,
with day beds and a whirlpool bath

We know it’s going to be wildly popular
with our clients so call one of our South
America experts to discover more.

ULTIMATE - WORTH THE WAIT

CRUISE CONTROL

“This really is an amazing
opportunity to explore the
richness of the Galapagos’ flora
and fauna in a way that takes
cruising here to another level.”

Stay 10 nights in Ecuador from
£7,995 including 7 nights in the
Galapagos with full board
including flights & transfers.

A PERSONAL PARADISE

THE NAUTILUS, MALDIVES
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A holiday should be all about the
freedom to do whatever you want.
Breakfast at dinnertime or a dip in
your own private pool at midnight.
A personal butler on hand to cater
for your every whim? Why not.

which will be a fantastic home from
home for your family, if your house is
a bohemian desert island with a coral
reef just metres off shore, that is.

The Nautilus is on course to open in
the Baa Atoll, a UNESCO biosphere
reserve, in January 2019. There will
be a small but wonderful selection of
overwater ocean houses, with one,
two or three bedrooms, living room,
sun deck and private plunge pool,

“Freedom is the key here.
Eat and drink what you want,
when you want… three restaurants
without closing times, creating
bespoke, individual culinary
journeys for each guest.”

When it comes time to explore, paddle
in transparent canoes, all the better
to spot the rainbow of fish swimming
under your bottom, or snorkel to
see whale sharks and manta rays. Or
just relax on the magnificent beach.
We know that Nautilus is going to
be a firm favourite of ours - call
us now so to be one of the first to
experience its seductive luxury.
Stay 7 nights from £4,750 per person,
B&B including flights & transfers.

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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SOUTH AMERICA SABBATICAL
THE BRIEF

THE TRIP

Our clients wanted to travel extensively in Argentina,
Chile, Peru and Ecuador over two months, enjoying
as much of an insight into each as possible and
accumulating memories to last a lifetime.

We started the holiday in Argentina, where our
clients enjoyed vibrant Buenos Aires and the amazing
scenery and wide-open spaces of Patagonia. In
Chile, we created experiences such as horse riding
in Torres del Paine National Park and then took
them north to the otherworldly Atacama Desert.
Peru saw them spend a couple of days in buzzy
Lima, with its increasingly renowned restaurant
scene, where they stayed at the boutique Hotel B
in the city’s bohemian Barranco neighbourhood.

We suggested they start at the bottom to make
the most of the southern summer and work
northwards to Peru, having bypassed the rainy
season. Sumptuous hotel suites were less important
than spectacular views, and air-conditioning was
secondary to being in the great outdoors itself.
Adventure was ahead of luxury, although there was
leeway for the latter too, our clients said. We were
able to reassure them that these days the continent
does both admirably! The clients, who could speak
some Spanish, were interested in learning more
about indigenous cultures, in Peru and Ecuador in
particular. Food and drink were key, and they were
open to some food shopping and cookery classes.

ULTIMATE - ULTIMATE TRIPS

PERU, ARGENTINA, CHILE, ECUADOR

They then explored the Amazon, and the Inca
highlights of Cuzco, the Scared Valley and Machu
Pichu. Private guides ensured they missed the crowds.
The end of the trip was in the stunning Galapagos
Islands aboard the MY Grace, which was the
honeymoon yacht of Grace Kelly and Prince Rainier.
Sabbaticals in South America staying at the
best properties cost from around £5,000
per person, per week.

WHAT THEY SAID

ULTIM AT E T R I PS
Designing fantastic holidays is what we’re all about. Sometimes
the brief from a client really tests our creativity…and we love
it! The world is only as big as your imagination so call us, like
these clients, and see what we can put together for you.
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“We had a wonderful time. Just enough
travelling and many superb hotels and
lodges interspersed with life-enriching
experiences. Comparing the countries
is unfair as we had great times in each
but my husband longs to return to
Patagonia, while for me Peru will always
underline that this was truly a trip of a
lifetime. And there’s always the other
half of South America for the future.”

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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IN KENYA

THE BRIEF
These clients had numerous family members who wanted
different things from a holiday, but all wanted to be
together for the week. The ages ranged from 5 to 80
with grandparents wanting to see wildlife and plenty of
activities for the children. It was important that travel
wasn’t too long or laborious and that it was easy enough
to get to, as family members were not just coming from
the UK - there was France and America to consider too.

THE TRIP
Africa is always a great choice
for multi-generational travel.
There is such a variety of
accommodation types and a
huge range of exclusive-use
properties. We love the fact
that you can stay in one place,
in a relaxed environment, see
amazing wildlife and have
time to spend together too,
sharing stories about your day.

River and is in the heartland
of the Samburu people.
The lodge has a particularly
striking location on an
escarpment. The Francombes,
who own it, are very welcoming.
You really get that sense that
you are staying in their family
home with the added bonus
of authentic safari experiences
and private guiding from them.

Kenya was the obvious choice
for its wildlife and activities. We
suggested that ‘all inclusive’
would be a good place to start,
but then most safari lodges are.
Next, we looked at what would
provide grandparents with
space and relaxation and the
rest of the family with privacy.

We advised our clients that
they would be on the lookout
for elephant, lion, zebra,
leopard and wild dogs. Aside
from game drives, the lodge
offers camel trekking, horse
riding, walking, sleep-outs,
biking, camping and fishing
as well as the most incredible
cultural encounters with the
Samburu. The owners have
a total passion for the area’s
people as much as the wildlife.

Ol Malo seemed the ideal spot.
It’s a private, family-run ranch on
the banks of the Ewaso Ng’iro

ULTIMATE - ULTIMATE TRIPS

FAMILY GET TOGETHER

Stay 7 nights from £5,925 per person for exclusive use
of the lodge, full board including flights & transfers.

WHAT THEY SAID

“We had the most incredible time. The lodge was perfect
in every way and the welcome so warm that we would
love to return again once everybody has digested all of
the adventure we managed to squeeze into a week.”
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ULTIMATE - ULTIMATE TRIPS

HONEYMOON
IN CAMBODIA
THE BRIEF
Our soon-to-be newlyweds are
getting married early next year and
would like something a bit different
for their honeymoon, incorporating
culture, beach and jungle.

THE TRIP
For us the Far East is perfect for a
honeymoon if you want to be spoiled
rotten while still getting off the
beaten path. The region has some
gorgeous new properties, which are
perfect as a base for exploring, but
also as a destination in themselves
when you want to be soothed in
the spa, pampered by the pool and
wined and dined in the restaurant.
We suggested Cambodia, it offers the
chance to see the ruins of Angkor Wat

and have some beach time, but also
with something that would showcase
another side of the country. First
impressions count so we suggest our
clients stay at the stunning Amansara
in order to explore the ancient temples
of Angkor Wat. We want them to
enjoy being collected from the airport
in a vintage car and driven in style
to the resort, hidden away from the
hustle and bustle of Siem Reap. We
are also planning to organise private
guiding so they can gain access to
the right parts of Angkor Wat at the
right time, avoid the crowds and feel
as if they are the only two people at
these amazing ancient monuments.

protect threatened wildlands, set
along a jungle riverbank. The area is
one of the few remaining habitats in
Cambodia for elephants, bears and
tigers. Accommodation is in 15 luxury
tents, many activities can be organised,
and there’s a spa to relax in when
the clients want some indulgence.

We think Shinta Mani Wild would
be a perfect next stop. It’s a new
luxury eco resort that’s opening late
this year, helping to conserve and

Stay 11 nights from £10,500
per person, all-inclusive and B&B,
including international flights & transfers.

Finally, we know that Song Saa
will totally fit the bill as the final
piece of the jigsaw for the beach
element of their honeymoon. It’s a
real slice of paradise where they
can relax in their private villa, enjoy
picnics on deserted beaches and
explore nearby islands by boat.

WHAT THEY SAID

“It all sounds amazing and we can’t
wait. I’ve found the whole build up to
the wedding to be exhilarating but
exhausting too, there’s just so much to
plan so I like knowing the honeymoon
is all sorted. This itinerary sounds like
just the right amount of exploring and
rest. I’ve got to say, I’m particularly
looking forward to just chilling out at
Song Saa at the end and doing nothing
before we have to face the reality of
Britain again in the middle of winter!”
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Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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COMING SOON

THE VILLA

COLLECTION
BY BAILEY ROBINSON
THIS YEAR, OUR KNOWLEDGEABLE TEAM AT
BAILEY ROBINSON HAVE BEEN OUT AND ABOUT
HANDPICKING VILLAS WE THINK YOU WILL LIKE.

Working with trusted partners our curated collection will offer
everything from homely rural cottages to contemporary villas
with panoramic sea views. Watch out for the official launch in early
2019, or call us now for sneak previews and early bookings.

Distinctive locations
Stylish interiors
Individuality
Maid service
Chef included or available to pre-book
Expert advice on what to do locally
Island hopping excursions
Private yacht charters
Local Concierge Service
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GREECE & ISLANDS
MALLORCA
IBIZA
PROVENCE
CORSICA
PUGLIA
SICILY
MUSTIQUE
MOROCCO
SOUTH AFRICA

65

M E E T TH E T E A M
AT BAILEY ROBINSON OUR PRIORITIES ARE TO LISTEN AND TO UNDERSTAND WHAT MATTERS TO YOU SO
WE CAN TAILOR AN ITINERARY THAT EXCEEDS YOUR EXPECTATIONS.

Bailey Robinson are proud to be part of the RBR Group whose shared aims are to provide you with
the very best, from tailormade holidays on every continent to outstanding field sports experiences.
The RBR Group has evolved over 25 years and each company is united in the providing the highest
levels of customer service and delivering excellence in all they do.

With unrivalled knowledge of every topclass fishing destination, the Roxtons
team have managed lodges, operated
rivers and opened up new destinations
and have true expertise in the field.
For the discerning gun, Roxtons offer
expert, independent advice and can
provide access to the world’s best
and most exclusive shooting estates.
Whether you are a seasoned master
or looking to get into the sport for the
first time you will be well looked after.

www.roxtons.com
t: +44 (0)1488 689 701
e: info@roxtons.com

Six time Olympic coach, Ian is widely
regarded as one of the world’s top
shots and his purpose built clay ground
is among the finest clay shooting
establishments in the UK. Set in the
Gloucestershire countryside, it is
ideal for individual practice or expert
and friendly tuition and the variety
of shooting offered is perfect for
beginners, aspiring Olympians or
a corporate day out.
The ground is also home to The Ian
Coley Gun Room, which houses one
of the largest selections of quality new
and second-hand guns in the UK.

www.iancoley.co.uk
t: +44 (0)1242 870 391
e: info@iancoley.co.uk

Real Holidays have been creating a
diverse range of holiday experiences
since 1989. From independent fly-drives
and active family holidays to relaxing
beach breaks and guided cultural
explorations - each holiday is brought
to life by the small team of Islingtonbased travel experts.
Using their first-hand destination
experience knowledge, Real Holidays
provide authentic experiences and
inspiring travel ideas to Europe and
beyond. Priding themselves on honesty
and integrity, their success is based
on long-standing relationships with
customers and local contacts.

www.realholidays.co.uk
t: +44 (0)20 7359 3938
e: info@realholidays.co.uk

wilddogdesign.co.uk

Since 1976 Roxtons has built a
reputation of arranging the finest
fishing and shooting holidays.

Our passionate team
has over 180 years
collective experience
and an in-depth, firsthand knowledge of the
destinations that we
cover. By focusing on
the detail and with our
special contacts, you
can trust us to create
your perfect holiday.

RORY PILKINGTON
MANAGING DIRECTOR

SARAH PARKER
DIRECTOR OF SALES

RICHARD LAKER
PERSONAL
TRAVEL DESIGNER

SARAH
WOODTHORPE
PERSONAL
TRAVEL DESIGNER

STEPHANIE CARTHY
PERSONAL
TRAVEL DESIGNER

RACHEL BUCKSEY
PERSONAL
TRAVEL DESIGNER

BEN OXLEY-BROWN
PERSONAL
TRAVEL DESIGNER

VIKKI PERRET T
PERSONAL CONCIERGE

JESSICA SWEENEY
PERSONAL CONCIERGE

C LARE MO RRIS
PERSONAL CONCIERGE

CAROLINE COETZEE
PRODUCT MANAGER

VICTORIA SCOTT
PRODUCT MANAGER

AMY GERRARD
PRODUCT MANAGER

MATT FISHER
PRODUCT MANAGER

Contact our team of specialists: +44 (0)1488 689700 or visit us online: www.baileyrobinson.com
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